
 
 

Memorandum For:  All Cadets and Parents 

                       From:  Colonel (Retired) Mike Johnson, Senior Army Instructor 

                   Subject:  Care and Cleaning of the Army Dress Uniform (Blues & Greens) 

 

Basic Policy:  The uniform your Cadet has been issued is made of a high quality blend of polyester and 

wool and will provide great service if handled properly.  Please follow the simple guidelines below to 

properly care for the uniform. 

a) Dry-Clean the coat, pants, tie, neck tab and hat.  Never place these items in a washing 
machine as severe damage to the fabric may result.  If the pants are washed, they fade and 
get shinny and will not match the coat.  It effectively makes them unusable. 

b) Wash and dry the shirt as a permanent press item – cold or warm wash and permanent 
press dry cycle.  A warm iron may be used to remove wrinkles. 

c) Avoid getting the uniform wet.  However, if it gets wet, hang the pants and coat on 
separate hangers where they will get air and allow them to dry naturally. 

d) If mud or dirt gets on the uniform, allow the mud to dry, then rub with a good clothes brush 
until the dirt disappears. 

e) If the uniform is stained, immediately blot the stained area with a clean soft cloth 
removing as much of the stain as possible.  Have the uniform professionally cleaned paying 
attention to the stained area. 

f) It is very important to keep the uniform hanging on a hanger - - not thrown into a heap on 
the floor or crammed into a locker.  If allowed to hang loosely with a little breathing room, 
the coat and pants will maintain their shape and press and will require very infrequent trips 
to the cleaners. 

g) Never, never, never shine your brass while it is on the uniform.  Ensure all “BRASSO” is 
removed before the brass is placed on the uniform, especially the back of all pieces.  The 
number one cause of ruined uniform pieces is “Brasso stain.”  It will not come out! 

 

Remember, this uniform is on loan to you by Johnson City Schools and the Army; any loss or damage 

due to negligence is your responsibility.   

 


